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Mt. Baker is a large volcano in Washington State that looms over the eastern horizon of Vancouver BC.
Yesterday I took advantage of a clear day and set out to see if I could photograph the  sun rising from
directly behind it. I went to the parking lot atop Queen Elizabeth Park and waited in the crisp morning air.
Although a thick fog blanketed the city, QE Park was elevated enough to provide an unobscured view of
the mountain.

As the sun climbed up the back of the volcano a patch of birches emerged from the shadows to my left.
The trees were soon cast in silhouette against stunning hues created from the meeting of fog and the day's
first light. But, as the light intensified so too did mechanical rumble of a city coming to life. I became
aware that a crisp view of Mount Baker was a fleeting thing. In a few hours the mountain would be
obscured behind the brown haze of civilized society.

I was reminded that this small stand of trees which might normally have been invisible, or at least easily
forgotten, were engaged in the process of cleansing the air I was breathing. In this image I can see them
as our collective lungs.
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