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We should all be noting afew things about escalating dance between the USA and Venezuela.

A few months ago, after 58 years of being a part of the larger US Second Fleet, the USA reconstituted its
Fourth Fleet to enhance its presencein its traditional sphere of influence: Latin America, perhaps the
most successful political opposition to the USA'simperial positions of late, with an electoral machine
opposing US hegemony virtually consistently.

And as much as Venezuelaisincreasing its trade relations with China, the next economic superpower
after the USA economically implodes, Chavez has been talking with Russia about getting technology to
become the third South American country to develop nuclear energy capacity, while working on joint
naval operations with Russia.

Hawksin the USA spins this as reminiscent of one to three generations ago of the Russian Bear
infiltrating the USA's sphere of influence, the sphere itself being an inherently arrogant and imperialist
assertion. The Soviet Union'sinvolvement in Cuba and elsewhere in Latin America freaked out the USA
during the Cold War. Russian-V enezuelan cooperation on the military and nuclear energy hasthe
potential to either provoke an increasingly desperate and declining empire to rash actions, or more
hopefully, to let the increasingly more introspective and protectionist USA know that just because they
are part of the Americas doesn't mean they're in charge.

And unlike the first 9/11 in Chile in 1973 where the Americans coordinated a coup of the democratically
elected government and installed Pinochet, the hemisphere won't go quietly.
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