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Today, as BC's formal initiative campaign against the regressive HST begins, the Nova Scotia NDP
government's budget includes a plan to increase their HST by 2% back to the original 15% to pull in $214
million more revenue this year.

This will look bad for the BC NDP unless they become more direct in their opposition to the HST.

While the BC NDP correctly states that it cannot eliminate the HST immediately if they win the May
2013 election because the contract with the federal government extends to 2015, they need to firmly
promise that they will get rid of the tax, not wait and see what kind of revenue situation they are in.

Why?

In BC's March 2 budget, the finance minister admitted the HST will bring in $113 million less in
revenues than the HST while Vaughn Palmer estimated the amount to be more like $370 million less.

The HST's regressive tax shift benefits large corporations at the expense of low and middle income
earners. Because of this, and the net revenue decline, the BC NDP needs to immediately insist they will
eliminate the HST if they win in 2013 so they do not get painted in the same camp as the suddenly not so
progressive Nova Scotia NDP.
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