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I'm glad I "support our troops" because if I didn't, maybe I'd be a threat to the free world or something.
And since I'm not as talented as the 22 Minutes folks who quite effectively ridicule [see "I support our
troops"] all the rhetorical sheep claiming to support the troops, let me just say that disagreeing with
government policy in Afghanistan/Haiti/wherever does not mean I hope our soldiers there get
slaughtered. Unless you're intellectually stunted, I mean.
So here is a domestic news story with a military angle. A farmer has a legitimate disagreement with the
government regarding his neighbour, a military base.
It has nothing to do with Canadian imperialism in Afghanistan or the creep of Soft Fascism up from
w.Caesar land. It has to do with ditches.
And in the end, the reporter, thank god, lets us know that the farmer still supports the troops. I suppose
the alternative would be that because of a ditch problem, he hopes the Taliban slaughter all Canadians in
Afghanistan, kill all literate female Afghans, blow up more North American corporate and military
imperial landmarks, outlaw anything other than radical Islam and invade and occupy Canada because they
hate our freedom. Or something.
The effect of the "support our troops" lunacy is to separate us from them: those who support the soldiers
from those who wish them all to die. No. Not at all. The job of that phrase being used in the corporate
media and government is to make sure that anyone who questions the government policy of the current
and previous political party taking part in the Afghan debacle is seen as someone who wishes the troops
to all die. The troops are employees of our government, following orders to go here or there and do this or
that, not forcing now 3 prime ministers at gun point or anything to send the Canadian Forces somewhere.
The illogic is astounding. But the continued use of this phrase is part of the Soft Fascism creep of the
truly evil people in our country.
And the fact that it goes largely unchecked in our country means they are winning. Its smooth inclusion in
this issue that is totally unrelated to Canada's presence in Afghanistan, is part of the brainwashing of
corporate media.
It's time to read 1984 and Brave New World again, eh.
=====
Farmer takes government to court; [GLOBAL NATIONAL Edition]
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KEVIN NEWMAN: They're known as Canada's elite fighting force - highly trained, deployed in a
moment's notice with stealth and deadly force. Tonight, an update on a story that we first brought you two
years ago. A farmer from the Ottawa valley who dared do battle with Canada's commandos, and won,
kind of. Here's Peter Harris.
RON MAYHEW (Farmer): Starting all over again.
PETER HARRIS (Reporter): Ron Mayhew found out the hard way, how difficult it could be to take on
Canada's elite fighting force, JTF2.
MAYHEW: Everybody around here thought it was the RCMP musical ride moving in here beside us.
Thats what we were told.
HARRIS: He'd owned this land since 1984. In the early 1990s, Canada's secret military unit, Joint Task
Force 2 moved in next door.
MAYHEW: I have no idea how it escalated the way it did. I just don't understand it. It makes no sense to
me. You're being watched there now, too.
HARRIS: Ten years ago, the government came on to his property and dug these two trenches. Hundreds
of metres long, because they had water problems on their land. It's like a creek.
MAYHEW: Well, it's about four feet deep. Five feet deep along here they dug.
HARRIS: And this digging led to piles of clay on his land where he hoped to grow vegetables.
MAYHEW: This is just grey subsoil, grey clay. And when they dug it out, they took it and spread it over,
or at least, oh was it twenty, twenty-five feet.
HARRIS: After years of promises and threats to take his land, and nobody cleaning up these ditches, Ron
Mayhew took the government to court.
MAYHEW: Well, they jerk you around, I guess. They keep jerking you around and jerking you around.
Finally I said, well, partly because of my age, I said I can't continue this on much longer. I want to leave
something for my kids.
HARRIS: They finally settled, enough to cover his costs, to repair the land and fill in the ditches that have
been left for so long.
MAYHEW: There's the finality about it. That chapter is done and now we can go on and do repairs, do
what we have to do, and enough to do what I wanted to do ten years ago.
HARRIS: Despite his fight against the government, he still supports the troops, but is glad this fight is
finally over. In Ottawa, this is Global National's Peter Harris reporting.
NEWMAN: And that's Global National for Thursday. I'm Kevin Newman. Local news is next on most
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Global stations.
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